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Caribbean-American Political Action Committee (C-PAC) 

District of Columbia – 2020 Candidate Questionnaire 
 

Please return the completed form via email to cpac.dmv@gmail.com by 11:59 p.m. on Thursday, March 
5, 2020.  Responses will be shared with C-PAC’s membership. 
 
Office Sought:    Ward 8 city Council 
Candidate’s Name:      Stuart Anderson 
Current Occupation: Family Engagement and Support Specialist for SEACAP (social,          
emotional, and academic success for children and parents)  
Party:    Democratic 
Campaign contact information (Address, Phone, Fax, Email, Website):  
 
1466 Morris road SE Washington, DC 20020 (202) 239-9439         
Sanderson.socmedia@gmail.com  www.stuart4ward8.com  
****************************************************************************** 

1. What specific actions will you take to improve the well-being of your constituents and              
improve District services and access for all residents?  

Once elected, I will implement a comprehensive plan to provide high-quality,           
affordable health care and education for all Ward constituents.  

• Because access to superior medical services for the Ward is a key issue on my 
agenda, I will zealously push for first-rate hospitals that have level 2 trauma 
capabilities. Bringing a hospital east of the Anacostia river if not to Ward 8, making high 
quality, affordable healthcare available to everyone. 

• Investing in quality education for our children, incentivise grocery stores to come into the 
Ward, infrastructural improvements, and transportation expansion. 

• Improving the lives of workers through education, quality job training, career 
advancement and livable wages with good benefits. 

• Greater access to housing. I have been in discussions around the possibility of the 
Mayor’s office implementing periodic special AMI rates lower than 30% as a way of 
helping people remain in the city. Something like a lottery of sorts. We have to begin to 
think outside of the box if people are going to afford to stay in DC. 
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• Ensuring fair, progressive tax policies. 

• Holding corporations and government accountable to ensure that taxpayer dollars serve 
the public good. 

2. During recent legislative sessions, the D.C. Council advanced B23-0201, a bill to establish a              
District of Columbia Office of Caribbean Affairs (OCA), which is a long-standing priority of              
the Caribbean-American Community. Please explain your position on this legislation and           
whether you will support efforts to staff and fund the proposed office?  

Though Washington, DC, has not historically been a center for immigration to the 
US, since the 1980s our region has emerged as one of the country’s largest new 
gateway destinations for immigrant communities. Though immigrants represented 
only 4 percent of the city in 1970, today immigrants make up 15 percent of DC’s 
population and have contributed to the demographic, economic, and cultural 
growth of our nation’s capital. 

Between 2000 and 2012–16, the size of DC’s Caribbean population stayed relatively 
stable, with around 6,000 immigrants from Caribbean islands residing in DC. 
Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, and Haiti are the most-represented countries among 
DC’s Caribbean immigrants. DC’s immigrant community overall has a slightly 
longer tenure in the US than it did a decade and a half ago. 

Though there is not a supporting office dedicated to immigrants from the 
Caribbean, as Ward 8 Councilmember, I will support all efforts that advance their 
initiatives including staffing and funding. 

 
 

3. What initiatives did you lead or support that impact Washington, D.C.’s Caribbean-American            
community?  

After consulting with community-based organizations and faith-based organizations in Ward 8 as a community              
activist, I’ve learned that nonprofit service providers responded that many immigrant residents are deterred from               
seeking services because of the perception of legal consequences based on their legal status. The Caribbean                
American community immigrants who lack documentation were unlikely to report crimes or seek services if               
they felt their immigration status may be compromised or revealed. Outreach at a grass roots level was needed                  
in order to educate the residents in Ward 8. 
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4. Are you familiar with the status and impact of Caribbean-American owned businesses in             

your community and throughout Washington, D.C.? How will you support the viability and             
competitiveness of the City’s small, minority, veteran, women, and especially          
Caribbean-owned businesses? In addition, how will you improve procurement and contract           
opportunities for these businesses?  

 

A. Yes, I’m familiar with the status and impact of Caribbean-American owned businesses in my community               
and throughout Washington, D.C.  

B. It is critical that District leaders do whatever we can to support the viability of small, minority, veteran, and                   
women-owned businesses. Bringing legal action against businesses that fraudulently claimed to be CBEs             
when in reality they do not meet CBE requirements. I will continue to enforce and ensure that District laws                   
are implemented and do all I can to advocate for CBEs and Caribbean-owned businesses. 

C. There are various ways to improve the procurement process; some are minor changes that focus on                
improving part of the process such as creating essential internal documentation. Other major changes can               
go as far as improving the whole process; Incorporating a contract management system; Increasing              
employee capability through training and development; Maintain good supplier relationships; Reduce           
Expenses; Using analytical and negotiation skills. An effective procurement process will improve an             
organization’s bottom line be beneficial to Ward 8 constituents and increase efficiency and profitability.              
This will definitely add significant value to any organization as a whole. Of course, making changes can                 
seem daunting at first but in the long run, they prove to be beneficial in multiple ways. 

5. There are increased concerns regarding violence – especially gun violence – in many parts of               
the District. What are your proposals to address and stem violence with 21st century tools               
and policies? 

Policies can vary significantly across geographic areas and over time in establishing priorities, providing 
funding, or encouraging collaboration. They can provide important opportunities or constitute barriers to 
promoting health equity. The policy context shapes the levers that are available to communities to address 
change. 

Gun Violence is in fact a health concern (e.g. mental health). Only part of an individual’s health status 
depends on his or her behavior and choice; community-wide problems like poverty, unemployment, poor 
education, inadequate housing, poor public transportation, interpersonal violence, and decaying 
neighborhoods also contribute to health inequities, such as a mental health breakdown, as well as the 
historic and ongoing interplay of structures, policies, and norms that shape lives. When these factors are not 
optimal in a community, it does not mean they are intractable: such inequities can be mitigated by social 
policies that can shape health in powerful ways. As Ward 8 Councilman my 7-point educational outreach 
plan is: 

1.       Preventing violence through the development of safe, stable and nurturing relationships between 
children and their parents and caregivers  
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2.       Preventing violence by developing life skills in children and adolescents 

3.       Preventing violence by reducing the availability and harmful use of alcohol  

4.       Guns, knives and pesticides: reducing access to lethal means  

5.       Promoting gender equality to prevent violence against women 

6.       Changing cultural and social norms that support violence  

7.       Reducing violence through victim identification, care and support program 

With over 204 registered non-profits alone in Ward 8, we collectively can achieve these measured 
outcomes. 

6. How do you propose increasing access to safe, quality, affordable mental and physical health              
care and services throughout the District of Columbia? 

The Problem - Behavioral health disorders affect nearly one in five Americans and have community-wide 
impacts. Despite the prevalence of these disorders, behavioral health care needs often go unmet. With one 
in every five American adults living with a behavioral health disorder, there is widespread need for 
behavioral health services. Additionally, many people with behavioral health disorders have co-occurring 
physical conditions that further complicate care, negatively impact outcomes and increase overall costs for 
hospitals, city budgets and community residents. The prevalence of behavioral health issues and their 
interactions with – and impact on – physical health have created an increasing demand on hospitals and 
health systems across the continuum of care. 

People with behavioral health disorders are more likely to have other chronic medical conditions such as 
asthma, diabetes, heart disease, high blood pressure and stroke than those without a mental illness. In 
addition, those with physical health conditions (e.g., asthma or diabetes) also report higher rates of 
substance use disorders and “serious psychological distress. “As a result, those with behavioral health 
disorders – and co-occurring physical health conditions – are likely to use more services, such as hospital 
and Emergency Department Care. With the absence of an accredited hospital we only increase the anxiety 
concerning the issues of care. 

Solution: Support New Provider Partnerships. Policymakers should create compensation exceptions to the 
Stark Law to allow hospitals and physician practices to coordinate and deliver comprehensive care for 
patients. Current barriers related to the Stark Law are impeding the development of value-based payment 
models that should drive integration across settings. 

De-stigmatizing Behavioral Health - Engage residents in Ward 8 on Behavioral Health Issues. I will 
work with council members and the Mayor Office to expand working with community organizations, 
patients, and caregivers to identify and expand programs that reduce stigma and combat barriers to care. 
Funding could support public service campaigns or other programs to reduce stigma associated with 
obtaining behavioral health services. 
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Infrastructure Development – We can provide funding for infrastructure development: I will look at 
ways to increase funding and creating more flexible opportunities for hospitals and health systems to invest 
in physical space, training workforce, and adapting IT systems to better address behavioral health care 
needs. 

Workforce Development - Encourage Greater Availability of Telehealth/Telepsychiatry: While telehealth 
is a powerful strategy to extend access to services, it is underused due to existing barriers, including lack of 
reimbursement. Expanding reimbursement for telehealth services can support more comprehensive, 
integrated care models and address barriers to access. 

Increase Funding for Training and Development: I will advocate for additional funding and/or student 
loan forgiveness to support training for health professionals at all levels to reduce workforce shortages. 

Address Variability of Scope of Practice Laws: I will seek to reduce variability of scope of practice laws 
and support changes that drive integration of care teams. As councilman for Ward 8, I plan to engage in a 
paradigm shift of the old ways and approaches too new advances and approaches that brings quality 
healthcare and a further reduction of crime. 

7. Unfortunately, the challenges and concerns facing immigrants are increasing at an alarming            
rate. Do you support comprehensive immigration reform? How do you propose addressing            
the challenges facing DREAMers, the administration’s suspension of temporary protective          
status for many D.C. residents, and the constant threats facing sanctuary cities? 

Yes.  I support comprehensive immigration reform 

While this subject is of complex nature, I will explain my observation and 
position. Immigration judges and supporting personnel face an enormous case 
backlog, which cripples our ability to remove illegal immigrants in a timely 
manner. At the present time, there are approximately 400 immigration judges at 
the nation's 63 immigration courts. There were almost 830,000 pending cases in 
immigration courts as of January 2019, however, meaning that there are 2,075 
pending cases per immigration judge. Additional resources must be provided if 
the immigration judge corps is to ever gain control of its dockets, and thus 
ensure the swift removal of aliens who have entered illegally and who do not 
have relief. The Mayor finds herself in a difficult situation. 

“The community faces a number of risks due, in part, to misinformation and a 
lack of information, resources and guidance.” 

The Washington, D.C. area has the largest number of TPS holders from El 
Salvador, at more than 32,000. On October 28, 2019 the Mayor issued the 
following statement: “We cannot afford further temporary fixes to TPS; it is time 
for full citizenship for our Salvadoran neighbors, who are part of the fabric of our 
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community and have called DC home for decades.” I support the Mayor on this 
proposal. 

8. There is growing attention and distress about the significant increase in lawsuits filed against              
District residents by debt collectors over the last few years. What is your position on the                
Debt Buying Limitation Amendment Act, which is pending before the D.C. Council’s            
Committee on Business and Economic Development and the Council’s Committee of the            
Whole? 

Dealing with debt collectors has become a widespread problem for consumers both local and across the                
nation. Low income residents reported problems with debt related problems and the most common              
problem was receiving calls from debt collectors. I support all efforts regarding the Debt Buying               
Limitation Amendment Act of 2017. This legislation would make important amendments to the             
District’s existing outdated debt collection law to more effectively protect Ward 8 consumers from              
unfair and abusive collection practices. This will expand the scope of the debt collection law and                
establish specific requirements for debt buyers, known for purchasing large portfolios of debt and              
attempting to collect based on spreadsheets of summary information that may be inaccurate,             
incomplete, or outdated. 

9. What concrete steps will you take to improve the District of Columbia’s Public School              
system – including facilities and equipment, teacher treatment, relationships with parents, as            
well as education standards and test scores in all wards of the City?  

 

We have to fully fund efforts that support the greatest growth and development for all               
of our children to include “Birth to Three”; “Thrive by five” and, other novel early               
education endeavors. When we place our children on solid foundation of           
development we are fighting crime, while giving our future leaders a fair chance at              
becoming self sufficient citizens. As an early childhood practitioner and family           
support specialist, I know the value of fully funding early childhood education. To             
serve the best interest of education in the District, I will commit to: 

 

ensuring that all Local Education Agencies (LEA) are subject to FOIA, Open 
Meetings and transparency laws; 
supporting that PFCS have the same rules and regulations as DCPS on 
teacher evaluation standards and procedures;  
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proving schools that receive a net flow of students throughout the school year 
additional resources;  
working with representatives to address gun violence and student safety 
including enforcing trauma informed practices and screening; and, 
support ending Mayoral control of schools and educational policies and 
placing them in the purview of an elected School Board. 
 

Educational outreach for parents to get them to attend educational Town Halls and 
increase community engagement.  For teachers we must continue to ensure that 
they are getting fair wages. 

10. In Washington, D.C., many seniors seek to age in their homes and/or communities.  What             
efforts will you take to improve service accessibility, support for families, and the quality of               
programs offered to the City’s senior citizens? 

The Office of Aging has a lot of valuable information and services for the elderly. However, we must do more                    
in our community to educate about the various programs right now available. When we educate, we promote.                  
When we promote, we succeed as a community. I believe in community outreach and collaboration with                
community residents. 

11. What priority issues inspired your candidacy for political office? 

First allow me to say that I am categorically against privatization of things that have               
been and should remain public. I am looking at DCHA’s public housing portfolio to              
assess how many properties and the type of properties to put together a plan to put                
that inventory back on line. The current position of city leaders is non-acceptable,             
when we have so much. For our city to have a large surplus and our leadership to                 
fail to use a portion of that surplus to refurbish the District owned property is worse                
than benign neglect, it’s close to criminal negligence. I do not support the voucher              
system in place of public housing! I believe that there is a huge need for both. I could                  
not in good conscience advocate for stiffer penalties against landlords without asking            
more of our government when it comes to housing. Affordability is a relative term              
complicated by the current AMI formula that lumps in jurisdictions that I believe             
should never be relied upon to determine housing cost in our city. Ending             
homelesssness begins with taking care of people! So the leadership in the Wilson             
building needs to begin from that stand-point. I will start my tenure by seeking to               
take care of the residents of Ward 8! I support not just keeping an inventory of public                 
housing, but maintaining it in livable condition. I would fund the immediate and             
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necessary repairs of public housing which is needed for people to have access to              
livable, healthy, affordable, and dignified homes from the surplus which our city is             
now sitting on.  

 

A major problem in Ward 8  is violence; yet violence is a symptom of other issues, cycles 

of poverty; generational trauma; inter generational incarceration; and others. 

Housing Stability  + Employment = Less Violence 

However the top three issues facing Ward 8 are Housing, Employment, and            
Equitable Health care! Food insecurity and Education are big problems also. One            
thing that I will do in regards to our housing issue is to make sure that there will be                   
no roll back on the rent control measures currently being debated in the Council. I               
believe though rent controls government can help less fortunate people stay in the             
city. I would as I wrote above work to close the loopholes in the current law. As                 
mentioned above, I will pay attention to the performance hearings to ensure the             
agencies focused on housing are doing what they should be doing. When one             
understands that none of the issues listed stand alone and that they must be studied               
with the knowledge that they feed and feed off the other issues, we will be able to                 
address them better. Employment with a livable wage is a key element in             
maintaining housing. It is also a factor for decreasing violence (as stated above). I              
mentioned food insecurity as a fourth major problem in our ward, because members             
of the ward point this out to me, and as well as being an issue it is an answer! Not                    
the insecurity but the answer to the food problem. For the food insecurity issue I will                
push the Council to find ways to incentivize the building of full service grocery stores.               
I will continue to support the novel ideas employed by Good foods market, Capital              
Area Food Bank, and the likes of Marth’s Table. These endeavors are good yet they               
are bandaids on gaping wounds. 
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